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National Skin Cancer Action Week
Embargoed to 10am, 15 November 2009

________________________________________________________

‘Crime Scene’ at Bondi

Media Backgrounder
To help us break through to teens, Cancer Council is trying something different this year, with a new campaign designed to shock teens into the realisation that tanning can be deadly.

‘Don’t be a Victim’ campaign launch

[image: image3.jpg]Cancer
Council

Australia



The campaign was launched at Bondi Beach on Sunday 15 November, the start of National Skin Cancer Action Week. A total of 1700 beach towels featuring a crime scene outline were laid out across the sand, representing the more than 1700 Australians who die each year from skin cancer. 

It is hoped the graphic representation will shock Australians and help to reinforce the dangers of sunbaking in search of a tan. We are especially targeting the message to teenagers. 
Television commercial

The ‘Don’t be a victim’ campaign also features an edgy 30 second TVC starring actress Nicole da Silva (of RUSH fame), as a crime scene detective following the case on Bondi Beach. Produced with the support of Network TEN, the commercial will be aired from 15 November. 
Sunsation 

It’s no secret that teenagers spend a lot of time online. So we have created an online ‘Sunsation’ application to engage teens and demonstrate in a much more personal way, the dangers of tanning. 

The application asks teens to upload a photo of themselves to a ‘tanning simulator’. As they watch their tan develop, they also see the growth of a melanoma on their face. 

It is hoped this novel concept will help the message to sink in with teens, by showing them the consequences of tanning in an interactive and personal way.
Message to teens

Our message to teens is that there is nothing attractive about tanning. Excessive sun exposure doesn’t just increase your risk of skin cancer, it also contributes to premature ageing. So slip on sun protective clothing, slop on SPF30+ sunscreen, slap on a broad-brimmed hat, seek shade and slide on sunglasses.

Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the world. Each year more than 1700 Australians die from this almost entirely preventable disease. Being SunSmart is a simple and effective way to reduce your risk of developing skin cancer.
National Skin Cancer Action Week 

National Skin Cancer Action Week raises awareness of skin cancer and sun protection issues at the start of the summer season. Hosted by the Cancer Council in conjunction with the Australasian College of Dermatologists, it runs from November 15-21 and involves a number of educational and promotional initiatives.

You can read more at www.cancer.org.au/skincancerweek   
