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Skin Cancer Facts   2009

· Australia has the highest rate of skin cancer in the world.  

· Skin cancers account for around 80% of all new cancers diagnosed each year in Australia.  Australians are four times more likely to develop a common skin cancer than any other form of cancer.

· More than 430,000 Australians get skin cancer and 1700 die from it each year

· 2 in every 3 Australians will be diagnosed with skin cancer before the age of 70.

· Melanoma (the most deadly form of skin cancer) incidence rates in Australia are four times as high as those found in Canada, USA and the UK.

· 10,684 Australians get melanoma each year. Over 1250 Australians die from melanoma each year.

· 9.2% of melanoma cases are diagnosed in people aged under 35 years, 27.7% of people diagnosed are aged 35-54, 40.6% aged 55-74 and 22.5% aged 75 and older.

· Australian men have higher rates of skin cancer than Australian women. Men have a 1 in 14 lifetime risk of getting a melanoma by age 85. Australian women have a 1 in 22 risk of getting a melanoma by age 85.

· Skin cancer costs the health system around $300 million annually, the highest cost of all cancers.

· Most skin cancer is preventable simply by being SunSmart and following the five preventative measures: slip, slop slap seek slide.

Cancer Council National Sun Protection Survey 2006-07 findings

· Overall, adult behaviour sun protection behaviour is better, but 1 in 4 teens is still getting burnt on a typical summer weekend, compared with just 14% of adults

· Teens are still out in the sun in large numbers – 82% are out during peak UV times (adults 67% - down from 73% in 2003-4)

· Teens spend an average of two hours in the sun during peak UV

· Almost a third of teenagers (29%) who get sunburnt say they ‘forgot’ to protect themselves

· 26% of teenagers say they stay in the sun too long, and 15% say their sunscreen wears off

· Of adults, 23% say they forget to protect themselves, and 13% say their sunscreen wears off

· Only 4% of teens wear a wide-brimmed hat, compared to 24% of adults.

· For adolescents, the main activity undertaken when getting sunburnt, is around the beach, pool or water (39%), followed by active recreation (20%). For adults, the main activity undertaken when sunburnt, is passive recreation (20%), followed by the beach, water or pool (17%)

· For teenagers, the main parts of the body sunburnt are the shoulders (42%), followed by the face, head, nose or ear (41%). For adults, the main parts of the body sunburnt are the arms and hands (43%), followed by the face, head, nose or ear (37%).

