Case study: Bianca 
Six months ago, a nervous Bianca waited to hear the results of tests on a suspicious mole she had had removed from the back of arm. The news when it came was not good: it was a melanoma.

Bianca was only 19.

Stunned and frightened she had no choice but to endure several surgeries to follow and remove the cancer that was quickly spreading through her lymph nodes and into the rest of her body. 
Relying on her sisters for support, she endured two painful procedures which left her with a devastating scar on the back of her arm and another running from under her arm and across her back.
Although an avid follower of Slip, Slop, Slap as a child surfing the beaches of QLD, like so many others, Bianca became less and less worried about sun protection as she moved through her teens. 

And like many teenagers, she never once suspected that she might be at risk of skin cancer.

But all too early she found herself facing the fight of her young life against one of Australia’s biggest killers, which takes the lives of 1700 Australians every year.

Bianca is still receiving treatment, but is one of the lucky survivors. Counting each day as a blessing she is keen to educate other young people about the dangers of a disease that does not discriminate against age. 
For interview with Bianca, please contact Cancer Council’s media manager on 0439 827781.

